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DISCLAIMER
IN BRIEF includes claim prevention information that helps you to minimize the likelihood of being sued 
for legal malpractice. The material presented does not establish, report, or create the standard of care for 
attorneys. The articles do not represent a complete analysis of the topics presented, and readers should 
conduct their own appropriate research.

Issue 123

Tips, Traps, and Resources

COURT FEE CHANGES: The Chief Justice has established a temporary fee sched-
ule effective April 1, 2014, that incorporates and supersedes previous OJIN OnLine and 
OJCIN (Oregon Judicial Case Information Network) fees. For more information, in-
cluding links to the Chief Justice orders and description of the rate calculations, visit 
http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/OnlineServices/OJIN/pages/getstarted.aspx. A permanent fee 
schedule will be established in the future. You can also find details on the notice and comment 
process at the link above. 

INTERNET SECURITY CONCERNS: The recent announcement about the Heartbleed 
bug in the Open SSL encryption system has left many people wondering what they need to do 
to protect themselves and their client data. For two good descriptions from reliable sources, see 
“Heartbleed and Passwords: What Lawyers Need to Know,” by Charity Anastasio, practice man-
agement advisor with the Washington State Bar Association Law Office Management Assistance 
Program, http://nwsidebar.wsba.org/2014/04/23/heartbleed-passwords-lawyers/ (posted
April 23, 2014) and “5 Things You Can Do Right Now to Protect Your Law Firm from Heart-
bleed,” Chicago Bar Association, http://lpmt.chicagobar.org/5-things-you-can-do-right-now-
to-protect-your-law-firm-from-heartbleed (posted April 16, 2014).

OREGON TORT CLAIMS ACT: Pursuant to ORS 30.273(3), the Office of the State Court 
Administrator (OSCA) has followed the statutory methodology to calculate the annual adjust-
ment to the limitations on liability of public bodies for property damage or destruction. Based on 
these calculations, it proposes to adjust the limitations as follows: $109,400 for any single claim-
ant and $546,800 for all claimants. The new limitations will become effective on July 1, 2014, and 
will apply to all causes of action arising on or after July 1, 2014, and before July 1, 2015. 

PLANNING AHEAD: The PLF “Gold Book,” Planning Ahead: A Guide to Protecting Your 
Clients’ Interests in the Event of Your Disability or Death, has been updated (2014) to reflect the 
revised file retention guidelines imposed by UTCR 21.120 for Oregon eCourt. You can down-
load both the updated handbook and the individual file retention guidelines on the PLF Website, 
www.osbplf.org, under Books from the PLF and Practice Aids and Forms (File Management), 
respectively.

Thanks to Beverly Michaelis, PLF practice management advisor, for her assistance with these 
tips.
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